Dear (______),
This (TRIP DATE) I will be joining a group of dedicated students from around the country on a trip to Honduras to conduct a “water brigade” to improve access to clean water and sanitation for rural communities in Honduras.
Global Water Brigades (GWB) is a program of Global Brigades, a secular international development organization that empowers university students to provide communities in developing nations with sustainable solutions to improve quality of life while respecting local culture. Currently more than 1,000 student volunteers travel annually to Central America to assist more than 40,000 individuals in more than 40 rural communities with microenterprise development, health care relief, water and sanitation development, public health programs, and more (www.globalbrigades.org).
GWB program represents an emphasis towards a more comprehensive, sustainable and long-lasting development program to serve a communities’ most basic need: clean water. GWB seeks to empower students interested in engineering, public health, community organizing or development in general to deliver tangible results while working alongside community members and experts in water and engineering. Each Brigade supports dedicated Honduran community leaders to conduct research, plan projects and oversee the construction of an improved water system. 

Our projects will include any or all of the following; constructing gravity water systems, wells, purification systems, sanitation education and a variety of new, innovative ideas generated by both students and experts. Through our work, we aim to support these Honduran communities to make positive and lasting changes for the future while simultaneously empowering future international development workers to reach their full potential as global leaders for change. 

To make this trip a success, I need your help in one of three ways:
1) I am looking for sponsors (any amount) to help me fund my travel expenses which are between $1,000-1,400 depending on airfare. 
2) I need to find one person to be my champion to ensure the long-term sustainability of GWB described above.  My goal is to find one person willing to donate $250.  This special tax deductible donation can be made online at the GWB fundraising website.
3) Send me warm thoughts and prayers as I embark on my brigade. 

All donations can be made easily online at fundraising.intelis.com/gbl. Please follow the link for events and click on “(Enter Your Event Here eg. Summer 2009 GWB)” Go to “make a donation” and type in my name to make a fast and easy donation. The donations are tax deductible, and all money goes directly to support my trip to Honduras.

Feel free to reach out to me directly at (Your email or phone), and if you would like to learn more about our trip visit www.waterbrigades.org.  I look forward to coming back and telling you all about my adventure, stories and lessons learned.  
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

(Your Name Here)

